ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

GROUP 1

These subject guidelines should be read in conjunction with the IB extended essay general guidelines.

Introduction

The group 1 extended essay is intended for native speakers (i.e. candidates who could offer the language in question as a language A1). The essay must be written in the language for which it is registered. Candidates studying a group 2 language who are interested in writing about the literature of that language should read Group 2, pages 32-37. It is intended that candidates should not submit a group 1 extended essay in their group 2 language.

A group 1 extended essay provides candidates with an opportunity to:

· study intensively a literary topic which is suitable in nature and scope for discussion in this form

· engage in personal critical judgement of literature and to compare this, where appropriate, with established critical comment

· develop the ability to put forward their views persuasively and in a well-structured manner, using a register appropriate to the study of literature.

Creative writing and essays based on language, culture and/or society topics are not currently permissible as group 1 extended essays.

Choice of Topic

A group 1 extended essay should be based on one of the two categories below.

Category 1

The essay should be based on the literature of countries where the language is spoken (i.e. all works discussed will originally have been written in the language of the essay).

The following are some examples for guidance only:

English: Clergymen in Jane Austen’s novels.

English: A comparison of Aldous Huxley’s ‘Brave New World’

and George Orwell’s ‘1984’.

Spanish: Colour symbolism in the poetry of Antonio Machado.

Danish: Perceptions of nature in Danish poetry of the 1890s.

Italian: Town and country in the works of Cesare Pavese.

Italian: The theme of the nest in the poetry of Giovanni Pascoli.

English: The nature and role of comedy in selected plays by Wole

Soyinka.

Category 2

The essay should be a comparison of at least one literary work originally written in the language of the essay with a literary work or works originally written in a different language to that of the essay and probably studied in translation.

The following are some examples for guidance only:

English/French/German: The portrayal of Joan of Arc by Shaw, Anouilh and Schiller.

English/German: A comparison of Gay’s ‘The Beggar’s Opera’ and Brecht’s ‘The Threepenny Opera’.

French/Russian: In what ways do the male authors of ‘Anna Karenina’ and ‘Madame Bovary’ seek to render their heroines

sympathetic to the reader? How far do they succeed?

English/French/Japanese: The presentation of innocence in ‘Joseph Andrews’, ‘Candide’ and ‘Wonderful Fool’.

Italian/English: Themes and stylistic devices from Dante in T S Eliot’s ‘Wasteland’ and ‘Four Quartets’.

English/French: Portraits of poverty in the 19th century: a comparison of ‘Nana’ by Zola and ‘Little Dorrit’ by Dickens.

· The topic chosen must be literary in nature and could be a particular aspect, or comparative study, of a work or works, author, period or genre.

· The extended essay may relate to work studied in class but candidates must take care in all cases to demonstrate relevant wider reading and individual study.

· Appropriate literary works may be chosen from any source; candidates need not restrict themselves to works on the IB prescribed book list (PBL) for the language of the essay.

The following examples of titles for group 1 extended essays are intended for guidance only. The pairings illustrate that focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title).

English: Religious imagery in ‘Wuthering Heights’ is better than The Brontës.

English: The problems of racial conflict as shown through the works of James Baldwin is better than Racial conflict in the 20th century.

French: The portrayal of women in the works of Zola is better than The works of Zola.

French: Existentialism in ‘Les Mains Sales’ and ‘Les Mouches’ by Sartre is better than What is existentialism?

Spanish: The treatment of social conflict in ‘La Busca’ by Pío Baroja is better than Social conflict in modern literature.

Treatment of the Topic

Literary works often address, for example, philosophical, political or social questions. However, the major focus of the essay should be the literary treatment of such questions. The literary works should not be a pretext for interdisciplinary study. Candidates should not use the extended essay solely as a vehicle for their own thoughts but, after providing careful analysis of the author’s ideas, should present their personal views on the way the author has treated the subject. There should be a compromise between building on the wisdom of more experienced critics and introducing new personal elements. The mere reiteration of the views of established literary critics will not result in a successful extended

essay.

In the writing of the essay, candidates must bear in mind that any narrative and/or descriptive material included should be directly relevant to the critical analysis. A précis of the candidate’s reading is not sufficient.

Assessment Criteria

Knowledge and understanding of the literature studied and, where appropriate, reference to secondary sources

Where the essay is based solely on works originally written in a language other than the language of the essay, level 0 will be awarded.
Achievement level

0 - The candidate demonstrates no real knowledge or understanding of the literature studied.

1 - The candidate demonstrates some knowledge but little understanding of the literature studied. References to the literary work/s are irrelevant or insufficient. The candidate makes infrequent references to secondary sources, where it would be appropriate.

2 -The candidate demonstrates an adequate knowledge and some understanding of the literature studied. References to the literary work/s are generally relevant but may not be sufficient. Where appropriate, the candidate makes some references to secondary sources.

3 -The candidate demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of the literature studied. References to the literary work/s are relevant and sufficient. Where appropriate, the candidate makes relevant references to secondary sources.

4 -The candidate demonstrates a very good knowledge and understanding of the literature studied. References to the literary work/s are highly relevant and sufficient. Where appropriate, the candidate makes relevant references to secondary sources.

K Personal response justified by literary judgement and/or analysis

Where the essay is based solely on works originally written in a language other than the language of the essay, level 0 will be awarded.

Achievement level

0 -The candidate makes no personal response to the literature studied or the response is never justified and only personal views are expressed.

1-The candidate makes little personal response to the literature studied or the response is rarely justified.

2 -The candidate’s personal response to the literature studied is partly justified by literary judgement and/or analysis.

3-The candidate’s personal response to the literature studied is generally justified by literary judgement and/or analysis.

4-The candidate’s personal response to the literature studied is fully justified by literary judgement and/or analysis.

L  Use of language appropriate to a literary essay 
Achievement level

0 -The language is inaccurate and unclear. The register and vocabulary used are generally inappropriate to the discussion of literature.

1 -The candidate writes with some degree of linguistic accuracy. The register and vocabulary used are only partly appropriate to the discussion of literature.

2-The candidate generally writes with linguistic precision, coherence and fluency, with only a few lapses. The register and vocabulary used are generally appropriate to the discussion of literature.

3-The candidate writes with linguistic precision, coherence and fluency. The register and vocabulary used are appropriate to the discussion of literature.

4-The candidate writes with linguistic precision, coherence, fluency, conciseness and clarity. The register and vocabulary used are highly appropriate to the discussion of literature.

