GROUP 2 – Language A2

These subject guidelines should be read in conjunction with the IB extended essay general guidelines.

Introduction Candidates may not write a group 2 extended essay in a language which they are offering as a

language A1 in their diploma. The group 2 extended essay is intended for candidates who are studying a second modern language.

The extended essay must be written in the language for which it is registered (the target language). It must be focused on matters related to the target culture.

A group 2 extended essay provides candidates with the opportunity to develop their awareness and knowledge of the language studied and their understanding of the culture concerned. This is achieved by enabling candidates to pursue their interest in the language through research based on text (taken to be any meaningful piece of spoken or written

language, for example, an article, a book, a play, a poem, a documentary).

Choice of Topic

The essay should consist of the study of an issue related to language, or culture and society, or literature, or a combination of these.

Category 1: Language

The essay should be a specific analysis of the language (its use, structure, etc.) normally related to its cultural context or a specific text.

The following are some examples for guidance only:

French/Dutch: The Belgian press and bilingualism.

Finnish/Swedish: Linguistic interference between contemporary Finnish and Swedish.

Japanese: The use of language in N Ð theatre.

Category 2: Culture and Society

The essay should be an analysis of a cultural nature which describes the impact of a particular issue on the form or use of the language.

The following are some examples for guidance only:

French: The necessity for the spelling reform in France.

Icelandic: The impact of language planning on modern Icelandic.

English: The reason for the adoption of ‘politically correct’ terms in the USA.

French: Nuclear energy and national bias in the French press.

Alternatively an essay in this category could be an analysis of a more general cultural nature but specific to a country or community where the language is spoken. Topics which are too broadly based and which could apply to any culture are inappropriate.

The following are some examples for guidance only:

French/English: The language conflict in Quebec and its effects on everyday life in the province.

English: The social consequences of coal mine closures in Great Britain.

Category 3: Literature

The essay should be an analysis of a literary type, based on a specific work or works of literature exclusively from the target language. In the case of a comparison of texts, all texts must originally have been written in the target language.

The following are some examples for guidance only:

French: Poverty in ‘Une saison dans la vie d’Emmanuel’ by Marie-Claire Blais.

Arabic: The imagery of city streets in Naguib Mahfouz’s trilogy.

Refining the Topic

The following examples of titles for group 2 extended essays are intended for guidance only. The pairings illustrate that focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title).

Category 1: Examples of Language-based Essays

Any language: A comparison of the language used in different newspaper articles on one topic is better than The press.

Any language: A comparison of TV, radio and written language in a football match commentary is better than Football hooliganism.

Any language: The language of advertising is better than Advertising.

Danish: The adoption and adaptation by the Danish language of English terminology in tennis and football – a comparative study is better than Sports in Denmark.

English: Ernest Hemingway’s use of language in ‘A Farewell to Arms’ is better than ‘A Farewell to Arms’ by Ernest Hemingway.

Category 2: Examples of Culture-based and Society-based Essays

Essays of a socio-cultural nature with an impact on the language
Spanish: The influence of tourism on the Spanish language is better than The tourist industry in Spain.

German: Political slogans on the Berlin Wall is better than The history of the Berlin Wall.

Essays of a general cultural nature

Spanish: The influence of emigration on Mexican life and culture is better than Emigration in Mexico.

French: The effects of the French government’s nuclear energy policy on the life of the nation is better than Nuclear energy in France.

English: Australia’s approach to euthanasia is better than Euthanasia, a moral dilemma.

Category 3: Examples of Literature-based Essays

English: The relevance of ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur Miller to modern times is better than ‘The Crucible’.

Japanese: The characterization of women in ‘Yukiguni’ by Yasunari Kawabata is better than The works of Yasunari Kawabata.

Spanish: The bullfight in the works of Lorca is better than Lorca’s life.

Primary sources must be used wherever these are appropriate and available. The majority of the source material should be in the target language.

Examples of Inappropriate Topics

Topics related to other IB subjects such as history or economics are inappropriate regardless of the language in which they are written. Listed below are examples of such inappropriate essays.

Renoir’s technique.

Drugs in Berlin.

The fishing industry in Norway.

The Ming Dynasty.

Volcanoes in Japan.

Treatment of the Topic

The candidate must use authentic sources, mainly written in the target language. In the case of literature-based essays, all texts must have originally been written in the target language. The essay should consist of both descriptive material which is relevant and an objective, balanced analysis of the issues involved. The essay must be presented as a coherent argument. In the case of an essay of a general cultural nature, the candidate will need to focus on, and

research into, what makes the topic specific and unique to the country or countries concerned. The candidate may draw relevant comparisons with another culture, if appropriate. However, it is essential that the focus remains on the culture of the language concerned. The purpose of comparisons is to shed light on the specific cultural issues raised by the title of the essay. Candidates may choose to analyse texts in a detailed literary fashion or they may use literary

texts as a means of exploring the target language or its culture and society. Whenever questionnaires have been used or statistics presented, the candidate must show an understanding of the results and be able to interpret them with reference to the issue. A copy of any questionnaires or surveys should be included as an appendix. If photographs and/or illustrations have been used they should be labelled, explained and justified in the context of the topic.

Assessment Criteria
J Knowledge and understanding of the language/culture/literature studied

Where the topic of the essay is not related to the target language, level 0 must be awarded. Where the topic of the essay is not convincingly related to the target language, level 1 must be awarded.

Achievement level

0 - The candidate demonstrates no real knowledge of the language/culture/ literature studied. 
1-The candidate demonstrates some knowledge but little understanding of the language/culture/literature studied.

2-The candidate demonstrates adequate knowledge and some understanding of the language/culture/literature studied.

3 -The candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the language/culture/literature studied.

4 -The candidate demonstrates very good knowledge and understanding of the language/culture/literature studied.

K Point of view on the topic studied

Where the topic of the essay is not related to the target language, level 0 must be awarded. Where the topic of the essay is not convincingly related to the target language, level 1 must be awarded.

Achievement level

0-The candidate does not attempt to develop a coherent point of view. 

1-The candidate attempts to develop a coherent point of view. It is rarely supported by examples and illustrations, and they are not always relevant.

2-The candidate develops a coherent point of view. It is partly supported by relevant examples and illustrations.

3-The candidate develops a coherent point of view. It is generally supported by relevant and sufficient examples and illustrations.

4-The candidate develops a coherent and convincing point of view. It is fully justified by relevant and well-chosen examples and illustrations.

L Communication and use of an appropriate register and style 

This includes the selection of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structure and tone.

Achievement level

0-The candidate does not communicate effectively or the register and style are inappropriate.

1-The candidate communicates to a limited extent. The register and style are often inappropriate.

2 -The candidate generally communicates. The register and style are sometimes inappropriate.

3-The candidate communicates effectively. The register and style are generally appropriate.

4-The candidate communicates effectively and in a persuasive manner. The register and style are consistently appropriate.

